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February 2018 NEWSLETTER 

Dear Members and friends, Wishing you all an enjoyable and productive 2018!  The 
following activities are planned for 2018: 

1. State Heritage listing for the Emerald Fringe: The Heritage Society sub-committee 
has been working with two consultants in preparing our submission for State 
Heritage Listing for the Emerald Fringe. We want to protect the Fringe for current 
activities on the Fringe and so future generations will also be able to enjoy it as well. 

2. Australia Day Markets: This year we focussed on having children’s activities that 
promote an understanding and appreciation of our island. So along with the 
Matthew Flinders activity book, we also ran a ‘design a Coochiemudlo Flag’ 
competition for the children. We also prepared a new display board listing the 
various activities the Heritage society carried out with an invitation to join up. 
Photo: The author, Maxene Morganson presenting Caitlyn with a copy of her book: 
‘Hayley and the Magic Farm’ for winning the Coochie Flag competition. 

 
3. The Scanning and cataloguing of our collection: Grant applications have been 

prepared to buy a scanner, computer and software to electronically store our 
collection. We are also cataloguing our collection in line with the Redlands Museum 
and Library systems so our collection will be able to be linked electronically with 
their collections, and can then be accessed on line. 

4. History Room ‘Open Day’: This year we will be opening up the History Room in the 
Community Hall for members and guests to examine our collection of books and 
artefacts. The first open day will be on Saturday 28th April from 9am to 12 noon. 
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5. Matthew Flinders Birthday: On Friday 16th March from 6-8 pm a wine and cheese 
night at Gindabara will be held. The guest speaker is Dr Mark Pillsworth. 

 
6. Redlands Cultural Centre Network: On Wednesday the 18th April, we are inviting the 

various Historical and Cultural groups to Coochiemudlo Island for an Island ‘heritage’ 
walk and luncheon. Kim Richards MP will also be coming and she has invited Leanne 
Enoch, Minister for Environment and the Great Barrier Reef, Minister for Science and 
Minister for the Arts to attend as well. 

7. Matthew Flinders Week: We will be holding our usual Matthew Flinders Dinner on 
Saturday 7th July at the Recreation Club hall and assisting the Progress Association 
with the re-enactment and parade activities planned for the following weekend 15th 
July. We have been advised that this year the main theme will be ‘recognition of 
histories’ as a way of integrating all our histories more cohesively. Other social 
evenings are being considered. 

8. Island Walk Arounds: We are planning group walks around the island explaining 
aboriginal sites, early settler farm sites, the island’s flora and fauna, where jetties 
once were, the Island’s war history, and the dates of developments on the island. 
We currently conduct bus ‘heritage’ tours for visitors to the island. 

9. AGM: This is currently scheduled for the 21st October in the Community Hall. 
10. VALE: condolences to the family and friends of Ellen Paxton, Bruce (Biggles) Green 

and June Outteridge. Our thoughts are also with Nora Allen and Margaret Walker 
who are in nursing homes. 

New members and volunteers to assist in any of the planned activities will be welcomed 
with open arms. 
 
 
Keith Stebbins,  
President 


