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Notice of General Meeting and Occasional Newsletter 

 
You are cordially invited to attend a General Meeting of the Society at Pullen Hall, 
Mooroondu Street at 0900 on Saturday  February 2004.  The meeting is called to 
review the situation and discuss plans for the year. The Chairman of the Queensland 
Police Legacy Board (Superintendent John Hopgood) may address the meeting.  
Queensland Police Legacy purchased Pullen Hall in 1998 and has kindly agreed that 
the Society may use buildings on the site.  We hope that this will be the beginning of 
a mutually beneficial relationship.  Norm Pullen and his family were much-liked 
pioneers of Coochiemudlo Island.   
 

News 
 

The Annual General Meeting on 28 December 2003 was attended by 12 Members and 
3 Visitors.  A Management Committee was elected:  Merle Beckett, President;  
Margaret Walker, Vice President;  Ted Jones, Historian/Committee Member and 
David Paxton, Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
Merle Beckett has been transferred to Alice Springs for six months.  She hopes to be 
back by Flinders Day.  Margaret Walker is holding the fort while Merle is away. 
Thank you to all those who attended Merle’s send-off at Narbethong Lodge and had 
the foresight to carry money in their pockets.  $54.10 was donated in a few minutes. 
 
Many Members and non-Members are cheerfully working away on behalf of the 
Society.  For example, people are helping with the accounts, signs, looking after the 
Spring Cart, and looking into its restoration (the Cobb & Co Museum in Toowoomba 
will assist).  Several persons have donated documents and items.  One family not only 
donated artefacts but has written up their histories, while a holidaying friend of the 
family, nicknamed Needles, voluntarily serviced a veteran Jones sewing machine 
which was donated.  A submission for a grant to curate memorabilia is being 
prepared.  A number of Members will collect oral histories this year.  Through 
cooperation between the Progress Association and TS Norfolk, a 100 year old dinghy 
will be brought back into service to allow Matthew Flinders to step ashore in style on 
Flinders Day (Sunday 18 July 2004). 
 
Early in 2003, the sad and untimely death of our redoubtable Secretary/Treasurer 
Warwick Peberdy disrupted operations. Quite heroically, Judith McQueen set out to 
bring order out of chaos.  The Management Committee is building on her work.  A 
key aim of the Society, to have a location for displaying and storing historical 
information, seems to have little support outside the Island.  The hospitality of 
Queensland Policy Legacy will give us a sense of place and help the Society grow 
into a community resource. 
 
At the AGM it was moved that the Secretary should obtain a copy of the Constitution 
held by the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) and that this should then be copied out to all 



financial Members.  Actually, Judith McQueen had already consulted the OFT and 
altered our file copy of the Constitution to fit with that held by the OFT.  Therefore, 
since the Constitution is a long document and the Society needs to watch costs, the 
Management Committee instead decided to let Members know that they just need to 
contact the Secretary to view the annotated copy.  Briefly, the annotations are that 
cheques, no matter how small, may be signed by any 2 of the President, Vice-
President and Treasurer, and that the financial year of the Society closes on 30 June.  
The “The” is deleted from the name of the Society.  The OFT registration of the 
amendments is Doc. No – Q 1745650.         
 
A Committee of the Coochiemudlo Island Progress Association runs 5 Market days 
each year, the next one being on Australia Day, 26 January.  The Society mans a stall 
on these Days, there is a great deal of interaction with the public, items of historical 
interest are displayed, books on Coochiemudlo are sold on commission, and new 
members are signed up.  The task of serving on the stall is not onerous, in fact it is 
rather enjoyable, and we are looking for volunteers.   
 
On the matter of viability, we actually are not too badly off, having over $1,000 in 
hand.  We want to use these funds in a way that benefits the Society, attracts Members 
and preserves and promotes our history.  In other words, we want to have an active, 
self-generating Society.  At the time of the 2003 AGM we estimated that there were 8 
Life Members and 25 financial Members who, because several are Family Members, 
represented a total active membership of over 40.   
 
As a fundraiser, we are considering a tour of the island for members and their guests.  
This will happen about mid-year.  Our idea is to use Jan’s bus (she’s a Member) plus 
private transport if necessary and pay short visits to houses of interest, where the 
homeowner may arrange a short talk on the history of the house and its relevance to 
the Island.  Each person could put on a small display of old photographs etc.  There 
are many of us who could participate.  The Management Committee, for example, can 
play host at “Little Orchard” and “The Kremlin”.  A visit to Pullen Hall would clearly 
be a must.  Many other Members have homes with interesting histories (indeed, 
perhaps there is material for a number of tours).   We plan that the tour would end 
with a lunch at one of the Island’s venues and, as well as being stimulating, would 
raise funds. 
 
Please let the General Meeting or the Committee know of any ideas you have for 
stimulating, fund-raising events.  
 
 
David Paxton 
Secretary/Treasurer 
3820 8989 or  
paxtoned@ozemail.com.au 
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