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The Society celebrated Matthew Flinders’ Birthday on 16 March 2011 at Mudlo, when 
we were also able to thank Mark Bowden and Maree Coombs for their support while they 
operated the Coochie Island Resort.  The event was well attended, thank you.  Our thanks 
go to Carolyn and Lindsay Duncan for their hospitality. 
 
However, since then, the Committee has not been able to organize a meeting.  This is 
partly because Margaret Walker, our Vice-President, had a fall on 4 April which 
fractured her hip.  Remarkably, Margaret was back on the Island after only a month of 
hospitalization and rehabilitation, and is doing well.  Keith Stebbins has been in demand 
overseas for consultancies and also has been busy publishing a very well produced 
educational resource.  Daveen O’Pray and Denise Preston have been distracted by family 
matters, and I have been distracted also, by self-publishing a book on the co-evolution of 
people and dogs.  This book is really deep history and will be on sale at the Flinders Day 
markets for $24.95, 40 per cent of which will go to the Society as the usual donated 
commission (that is, $10.00).  You can preview the book at 
www.compositeconversationalist.com 
 
Sadly, the Society experienced the loss of one of our members, Alastair Barber, whose 
funeral was held on 11 April.  Alastair was a most supportive member who will be sorely 
missed.  On your behalf, for Alastair, the Society has made a donation of $100 to the 
Australian Lung Foundation. 
 
Norma Green has made a donation of a large number of photographs of the bicentenary 
of Flinders’ landing on the Island, including the replica Norfolk.  The photographs will be 
catalogued and stored for later access.  Ian Rowland has made donations of photographs 
on disk.  Ian has very generously supported the Society in this way, many times.  Peter 
and Rae Wear have donated a CD of Moonlight Over the Estuary which is a series of ten 
radio episodes produced in 1983, which sent up the romantic radio serials of the time.  
The series is set in Coochiemudlo and is very well done.  Denise Wright has offered to 
donate the book of the series as well. 
 
Though the management of the Resort has changed hands, and the Resort has had a name 
change too (Coochie Beach Resort), new operators Jackie and Cliff Prentice are very 
supportive of the Society.  So, the dinghy Trim continues to reside there under cover, 
which is of great benefit to us.  Sadly, Fina’s Restaurant has closed for the time being, 
with a re-think possible in November if the market looks brighter.  Accommodation is 
still provided and Fina’s is available for functions. 
 
I have visited Ted Jones on a number of occasions at the Spiritus St Johns Men’s 
Residence.  His body is being looked after but not his soul.  Fortunately, we have 
agreement to look into alternative accommodation.  Peter James, one of our Life 
Members, will look into moving Ted to the new Masonic facility at Sandgate. 



 
Flinders Day is just around the corner.  Anyone who wants to join the History float 
should be at the recreation centre before 0945 as the parade starts earlier this year.  Tim 
and Chris Flomersfeld will row Paul Moynagh ashore in style, dis-embarking 1145.  
 
The Flinders Week celebrations will continue with a Sunday BYO Brunch on 24 July, 
organized by our Past President Carolyn Brammer.  Colin Offord and Yilan Yeh will 
perform Country and Eastern Australasian music from 11 am at the Garden 
Amphitheater, Mudlo.  The Historical Society is sponsoring the event.  Admission is by 
ticket, $15 each, please contact Carolyn at 3207 9867 or 0488 886 000 or 
carolyn@mudlo.net for tickets and details.  You can visit Colin’s website at 
www.colinofford.com 
 
The renovations to the Community Hall are complete, and access to the History Room is 
a lot easier since new flooring has been laid in the common area.   
 
Planning is underway for a visit to North Stradbroke early in September, to see the 
Museum, historic cemetery and to visit the Blue and Brown Lakes to see the wildflowers.  
A bus will be chartered and it should be possible to visit Point Lookout, and perhaps do 
the short Gorge walk, as well.  I hope to be able to circulate details very soon.  We shall 
be seeking the support of other Island community organizations as well. 
 
Best wishes to you all, 
 
David Paxton  
President/Secretary 
7 July 2011 


