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7 December 2005 
 
Dear Members, 
 

VERY BEST WISHES FOR CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR 
 

The year has drawn to a close surprisingly quickly and on a high note:  the Kapmurri 
was a resounding success.  Over forty people attended and thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.  The food was cooked to perfection.  The moon rose on cue, the weather 
was good and Margaret Walker’s garden became a magic dell. The management 
Committee has analysed its success and concluded that the ingredients were:  a 
basically good idea – novel and interesting;  a diverse congenial group of people (you) 
who mingled well;  delicious, generous quantities of food cooked to perfection;    very 
well behaved mosquitoes and a lot of work from many people.  Thank you all for 
coming.  Special thanks are due to Keith and Judy Burnett – Keith for the know-how 
and Judy for the support work;  Ivan and Ann Holm for much of the furniture;    
Margaret Walker and hers sons David and Michael for the venue and a lot of work;   
Ron Jamieson for back-up beyond the call of duty;  and a special thanks also to those 
who cooked the mud cakes which were so popular.  We also thank the Coochiemudlo 
Island Fire Brigade for keeping an eye on arrangements.  
 
Next time around we shall organise the clean-up a bit better, and consider tea and 
coffee, and perhaps pick more accessible toilets, but all-in-all the Kapmurri was 
thoroughly enjoyable.    It was designed to be a fund raiser and it was:  over $580 
clear.    
 
It is most unfortunate that Margaret Walker fell and broke her arm the week before 
the Kapmurri.  We all wish her a full recovery. 
 
The Kapmurri gives the Society some funds for projects in the coming year.  These 
will include marking the monument on the First Fairway;  framing a sketch of the 
Haunted House;  marking the Lone Pine;  beginning the restoration of the timber 
getting equipment donated by the Underwoods;  presenting Beryl Underwood’s 
Queensland Ambulance box and generally preserving the quite large amount of old 
and new documents, media and photographs the Society has.  We shall also be 
applying for outside funding for some of these projects from, for example, the 
Queensland Department of Veterans’ Affairs for war memorials and also the Federal 
Department of Defence’s Avenues of Honour 2015.   We need also to think about the 
remains of the spring cart which Carolyn and Lindsay have been good enough to 
tolerate in their front yard.  Cobb and Co Museum in Toowoomba and the Redland 
Museum have both warned against trying to do too much in the way of restoring it.  



 
Trim the dinghy is at John and Andrew McLellan’s garage.  It was repaired  thanks to 
a Community Development Grant from Redland Shire Council.  The grant has now 
been fully acquitted.  The dinghy’s inside has been soaked in resin and undercoated 
with two-pot polyurethane and its outside has been fibreglassed.  Both inside and 
outside need to be given a colour coat and the seats varnished.  Other than that, it is 
nearly finished.  Market Days donations to the dinghy are sufficient to pay for the 
paint.  It is probably a bit hot to complete the work just now but Trim should be ready 
for Flinders Day.   
 
The Society is planning to celebrate Matthew Flinders’ birthday on 16 March with a 
family-friendly day-time party, probably on the weekend nearest the date.  We 
understand that a mega-celebration of Saint Patrick’s Day also is being planned, and 
this obviously will have to be taken into account when we consider a venue and other 
arrangements for the birthday party.  Any ideas from the Members on this matter are 
welcome. 
 
The History Room was mentioned by Peter Dowling at the Kapmurri but it has not yet 
been opened formally.  The Hall Committee has asked Redland Shire Council to put 
full security mesh on the windows since the room was vandalised just days after the 
building was completed.  The Hall Committee has also asked that the floor be 
covered.  The Council has inspected the room and has the matter in hand and we will 
move in as soon as possible. 
 
The Management Committee is working on a history statement to be included in the 
Coochiemudlo Island web page, which Grace Chu Te (a Member) is managing.   
 
The membership level is very good, with several new Members joining this year.  
Financial membership stands at eight Life Members, 14 Family Members and 15 
Ordinary Members, plus two Honorary Members. 
 
The Management Committee has met frequently through the year.   The committee 
thanks you all for your support.  May you all have a happy Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. 
 
By the way, it would be convenient to have Members’ e-mail addresses, please.  Just 
send an e-mail to our Secretary (see letterhead). 
 
 
Ted Jones 
President  
   
    
 
 


