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March Newsletter 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Happy Birthday to us! The Coochiemudlo Island Heritage Society celebrates its 20th 

birthday on April 15. We are having a yearlong celebration beginning with a Birthday 

Party on April 18 to observe our birthday with our member and friends and will invite 

Island residents and visitors to join us in the other activities.  

Over the 20 years the Society has been instrumental in having the Community Hall, 

Jetty and Steps, Norfolk Beach, Morton’s Steps and Stone Jetty, and the Emerald Fringe 

locally heritage listed. The Coochiemudlo Island Heritage Walking Map is being used 

extensively and has recently been updated. The Flinders’ Day re-enactment has become 

a vital part of the Coochiemudlo Island community celebrations. A great deal of local 

memorability has been collected and is on display at the History Room. The Society has 

a proud history of actively being involved in the maturing of the Coochie community by 

joining many of the community consultations carried out by local government and 

helping other organisations.  

What’s been happening 

1. Logo 

We thank Peter Wear for our new logo. 

2. Banners 

Keith Stebbins has been instrumental in the creation of wonderful 

banners depicting some of Coochie’s heritage on such topics as 

WW11 Landing Craft training on Coochiemudlo, Coochiemudlo’s early 

settlers, ‘Our Emerald Fringe’ and Heritage Walking Map, the 

Coochiemudlo Island Heritage Society activities, the History of the 

Quandamooka on Coochiemudlo, Coochiemudlo’s development 

timeline, Coochiemudlo’s flora and fauna, Coochiemudlo’s sea 

creatures, Coochiemudlo’s Birds, Coochiemudlo’s Mangrove forest. 

Look for them to begin appearing early April.  

3. Birthday Gift 

We have been given a wonderful 20th Birthday gift by the daughter, Lynne Musgrove, 

and grandson, Bruce, of June Outteridge. Many of you will have fond memories of 

June and would know that she had a fine collection of paintings by Coochie artists. 

Lynne and Bruce have given them to Heritage as a legacy for June. We hope to have 

them hung in the Hall soon. 

4. Herbarium photos 

We thank Diane Gillham for agreeing to photograph the Herbarium so that the photos 

can eventually be placed on the website and the Herbarium sealed and placed in a 

fridge.  



5. Herbarium fridge 

A second-hand fridge has been found for the Herbarium by Christine Leonard in 

working order and has been tested by John Horton so that it can be placed at the 

hall. 

What’s on soon 

1. Saturday, March 7  

Open Morning at History Room 10:00 am - Noon 

Denise Foley, a founding member of the Society, will talk about how property 

development has evolved over the decades including the impact of when electricity 

came to Coochiemudlo Island. 

2. Saturday March 14 

Debate at Nth Stradbroke Island Museum on Minjerribah. 1:30pm. 

This debate will predate the 250th anniversary of the voyage of the Endeavour, 

which is being re-enacted by a replica in a $48.7 million celebration hosted by the 

Federal government. The Endeavour passed by Point Lookout, the original Moreton 

Bay, and Cape Moreton on 14 May 2019. 

3. Saturday, April 18 

Heritage Society Birthday Party, Community Hall. 5;00-7:00pm. 

Some of the Society’s Foundation members will attend to share their memories of 

those early days along with drinks and canapes. Our guests will include our Patron, 

Emeritus Professor John Pearn AO RFD MD PhD DSc FRACP, who many of you will 

remember as the Editor of ‘Chronicles of Coochiemudlo’. The $10.00 admission will 

cover light refreshments - wine, soft drinks and finger food. There will be slides 

rolling of past activities, people, landscapes. 

4. Saturday, June 6 

Emerald Fringe Workshop, Community Hall, 09:00 – 11:00am 

The listing of the Emerald Fringe brought great 

pleasure to all of Coochiemudlo Island as our Fringe 

is acknowledged as public land in public ownership 

for public use. Nonetheless this listing suggests what 

does ‘heritage listing’ mean and how will the Fringe 

be managed. We are holding this workshop to 

engage the community in developing guidelines for 

the future care of the Emerald Fringe. We will find 

out what values the community places on the Fringe and inform the community of 

the implications of heritage listing. A light morning tea will follow. 

5. To be advised 

Arrangements are being made for a boat trip from Coochiemudlo focussed on 

Quandamooka history and Moreton Bay.  

Help needed 

1. We are looking for a volunteer to help with the digital audio of a series of interviews 

with a well-known resident. If you have expertise in this area and are interested in 

being involved, please let the secretary, Christine, know. Timing is flexible. 

2. If you would like to assist in any of our activities, you will be most welcomed. 

Jan MacIntyre, President 


