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Coochiemudlo Island Historical Society 
Occasional Newsletter September 2004 

As you will have noted, the AGM will be at Matthew Flinders Café on 3 October 
2004.  Please come, we need the quorum.   

Vern Gibson will speak on the role of the Redland Museum which, if you haven’t 
done so yet, is well worth several visits.  It must be one of the best regional museums 
in Queensland and is a real resource in this diverse shire.  Vern is organising a talkfest 
for the Shire’s history societies in autumn next year.  

Margaret Walker, Ted Jones and Denise Preston attended the Queensland Association 
of Local and Family History Societies Fair at Mt Gravatt in May. This has brought the 
Society into a very active network  which includes the Brisbane Living Heritage 
Network Ltd  (which we have joined - $40pa), a number of like societies and an 
invitation to our members to participate in the “Festival in the Ruins” at St Helena 
Island on 1 May 2005.  

The Mayor, Don Seccombe, advises that Redland Shire Council is going to provide an 
office facility for the Society at the Community Hall, as requested through our 
Councillor, Peter Dowling. The plans were drawn up by Shire architect Jan Jensen 
with the help of Pat Zuber.  The work will be supervised by Stuart Abercrombie. We 
believe a new wing will be built underneath, facing the Victoria Point jetty.  

Redland Shire Council has also approved a Community Development Grant of $2,800 
to repair the Flinders Day dinghy donated by TS Norfolk.  This is great news.  We are 
working on this project with the Progress Association.  Several members of the 
community have expressed interest in being involved.  The work will be under the 
supervision of a boat-wright.  The dinghy is presently housed in a garage at Perulpa 
Street, courtesy of John McClellan, on a trailer loaned by Scott Middling. 

The Flinders Day markets were a success thanks to the volunteers who served on the 
stall, despite the cold windy conditions.  $48.50 was donated towards the dinghy 
repairs and over $100 was cleared from the sale of books. The dinghy featured in the 
parade and 4 adults and 2 children participated. Queensland Police Legacy made a 
happy debut appearance (we have been working in with them). Ted Jones retired from 
the re-enactment of Flinders’ landing this year but not from the limelight, being 
photographed wildly by the crowd.  An independent company made a video/DVD 
recording of the re-enactment and sold a number of copies.  The Society purchased 
one DVD as a record of Ted handing over the role of Matthew Flinders to Damon 
Garcia ($33).  The company donated two illustrated certificates of appreciation which 
were framed and presented by the Society to the two children who marched in the 
parade. 

The Society presented the “First Board” to the Croquet and Bowls Club as a memento 
of the Croquet Club’s foundation.  Historical information was provided by Fred 
Toomer, the first secretary, and the idea was supported by Jock Allan, the current 
CBC President and Laurie Burns (President of the Recreational Club where the 
display will be mounted).  The display has been kindly prepared by Keith Slack.  The 
Society commissioned an appropriate plaque ($60) to fix to the display. 

Ted Jones and David Paxton attended the AGM and presentations of the Regional 
Arts Development grants. It was entertaining and well organised. We are now 
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thinking of applying for a grant to do a short run re-print of Chronicles, which is out 
of print.  

The Garden Club is planning a trip to North Stradbroke in November/December.  We 
were planning a similar trip so asked if we can pool resources, especially since 
membership is shared to an extent. The Society will ask the local history society to 
conduct a tour of the Dunwich cemetery as part of the trip. 

Peter Pritchard is working on the loom, Barbara Larsen is beavering away at Ted’s 
oral history and Joy Fritz is working on the display boards.  The Committee and Viv 
Wright are consulting with RSC on signage for the heritage trail.   

The mystery of the pet gravestone has been solved.  It was that of Taddy (short for 
tadpole because the cat had a short tail), Rosemary Opala’s family cat who faded 
away at about age thirteen.   

Names for the dinghy so far suggested are:  Trim, Edward Field Jones, Flinders Day, 
Coochiemudlo and Peter Dowling.  Any others we can consider at the AGM? 

The Community Library has asked the Society to foster its activities. Since the 
Library’s aims are in harmony with the Objects of the Society, the Committee has 
agreed to the request.  Details are being worked out. 

At 31 August the Society had $1,238.73 in the bank.  From this must be debited the 
cost of the plaque and the cost of the AGM.  We shall shortly need to pay the 
insurance premium also, which was about $300 last year.  Book sales at the markets 
are important and those members who help out at the stall are much appreciated. Prof 
Pearn gave us ownership of Characters, so we get 100% return on sales. But our book 
capital is dwindling, so it is also important that we maintain a good level of financial 
membership. Single membership is $10 and $15 for family membership.  Thanks 
especially to a donation from the Coochie Art Group, we have begun to spend money 
on preserving and presenting those items of interest which have been donated by 
many people over the years, and we want to keep doing this. 

As you can see, from this and previous newsletters, the Society has been active during 
the year.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Hope to see you at the AGM, 

Margaret Walker 
Acting President 


