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We had our Annual General Meeting on 20 October 2013 when Catherine Brouwer spoke to 
us and planted the idea that the Emerald Fringe is a landscape that has cultural significance, 
and could be registered as such.  Shortly after that, on 29 October, Kevin and Gavin 
Costelloe of the Quandamooka Yoolooburrabee Aborginal Corporation visited us with Joel 
Bolzenius of SEQ Catchments.    They addressed a group of Historical Society and Coastcare 
members and reinforced the concept of preserving heritage.  That visit was the subject of a 
note for file that was circulated.  The Society had, for some years, been seeking such a visit 
and it was thanks to funding from SEQ Catchments that the visit eventuated. 

At the AGM the proposition was mooted that it might be advantageous and timely for the 
Society to change its name to Heritage Society.  The Office of Fair Trading that registers 
incorporations advises that for a name change there has to be a special meeting at which at 
least three quarters of the members present at the meeting vote in favour of the change.  
Then an application has to be made to the OFT and, if it is approved, the new name will be 
registered. The Objects of the Society may need to be changed.  The process costs:  $33 
each for approval and registration, and $17 to change the Objects. 

The matter was discussed by the Management Committee on 29 November.  There was not 
unanimous agreement that a name change is necessary though it was noted that as a 
heritage society we would have broader access to funding for projects.  The primary Object 
of the Society is quoted below from our Constitution: 

1) To encourage the study of the history of Coochiemudlo Island and compile and promote the 
compilation of authentic records relating to its history whatever may be the source of such 
records. 

 We could, for example, simply change “history” to “heritage” x 2.   

It seems to me that “heritage” better connects history with the future than does “history”.  I 
think Dame Mary Gilmore said it well in The Source: 

Not words (said Memory) made man, but I; 
For needing me a word was but a cry. 

The world had nought but Now for Yea and Nay, 
Till I arose and gave it Yesterday! 

It was my Yesterday dimensioned time, 
Extended Now, and gave man power to climb. 

It seems to me that “heritage” extends the Now, based on “history”, and I hope I’m not 
mangling the venerable Dame’s meaning.  But this is a matter for the membership to decide, 
and the Committee proposes that a Special General Meeting be held at the Red Rock Café 
on Matthew Flinders’ birthday, Sunday 16 March 2014.  A motion will be circulated early in 
2014 and will be phrased such that people can vote on changing Object 1 and on changing 



BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A WONDERFUL NEW 
YEAR FROM YOUR COMMITTEE 

 

our name.  While voting will be available only for financial members, so that others can 
contribute to the discussion the Committee proposes that the meeting be for members + 
guests (as usual) and include an entertainment, perhaps of a traditional nature. 

The Committee also proposes to kick off Flinders Day week with a cocktail party to be held 
at Red Rock Café on Saturday 12 July 2014.  The Progress Association has declared Flinders 
Day for Sunday 20 July 2014.  

So, please note 16 March and 12 July in your diaries or smart phones. 

On the matter of the Emerald Fringe, Keith Stebbins, Vivienne Roberts-Thomson and I 
accompanied two strategic planners from Redland City on a walk around the Emerald Fringe 
on Monday 9 December. They viewed the entire Fringe including the mangroves, and the 
community facilities around the Laurie Burns Reserve.  Entries have been prepared for the 
RCC Heritage register to include the Community Hall precinct and Norfolk Beach.  This visit is 
also an early step to have the Fringe registered in the same way the Point Lookout foreshore 
is registered.   

Redland Museum has been extended and we have been asked to put on a small display.  
The area is only about 2 square meters but would allow us to display a couple of artefacts 
and photographs.  The Committee will be discussing this early in the New Year.  

Narelle Renn has donated Aboriginal Australia Wall Map, 2000, compiled by David Horton.  
Narelle also donated Australia: the island continent, 1970, Australian Universities Press and 
Australian Country Houses, 1987.  Jan Beuchse has donated several books including Papa’s 
Place of Soul Songs by John (Croc) Clark and My Experiences as a Prisoner of War, an oral 
history of Ian Busst, compiled by Rod Busst.  

The Queensland Government has advised that substantial ($13.5 million) funds will be made 
available in 2014 - 18 to celebrate the ANZAC Centenary.  The Committee will consider 
making an application.  Ideas are welcome.  Could this be an opportunity to make 
something of the Doug and Mary Morton Reserve? 

One of our Life members, Dr John Auty, passed away a few days ago, on 6 December 2013.  
John had a strong belief in history informing the present, and in the power of the people.  
He donated to the Society Flindersland and Sturtland: the inside and outside of Australia, 
1862, William RH Jessop, Richard Bentley, London, two volumes, and Voyage to Terra 
Australis, Matthew Flinders, 1814, facsimile edition in three volumes including a volume of 
charts.  Most members will not know John because he lived in Victoria, but he took a keen 
interest in the Island.  John was a life-long friend and mentor of mine.  The notice of his 
death was posted in The Age: Vale, Dr John Auty, veterinarian and citizen, died 6th 
December. Jeannie, Peter, Kate, Kelly, Michael, Claire, Cameron, Aaron, Maeve, Merric, 
Lainie, Charlie, Megan. "Change the rules. Up the Ante. Always. Everywhere." 

Sorry about the sad ending to this newsletter, but I did want to record John’s passing. 

David Paxton 
President 


