
Coochiemudlo Island Historical Society, 
c/- 11 Kingfisher Street, Coochiemudlo Island, Q 4184 

Occasional Newsletter November 2010 

Dear Members, 

The Annual General Meeting at the Barefoot Bar, Coochie Island Resort on 7 
November was attended by 25 members and guests Councillor John and Sharen 
Burns, and Narelle Renn who gave a most interesting talk on her walk along the 
Sydney ocean front. 

A new Committee was elected for the coming year:  David Paxton 
(President/Secretary), Margaret Walker (Vice President), Daveen O’Pray (Treasurer), 
Denise Preston and Keith Stebbins (Committee Members).  Outgoing President 
Carolyn Brammer decided not to remain on the Committee.  Thank you, Carolyn, for 
two fruitful terms as President.  Carolyn and Lindsay have most generously supported 
the use of “Mudlo” for, among other things, two kapmurris, a play by Donna 
Cameron and a play by the Coochie Kids which, along with the kapmurri at “Little 
Orchard” have helped the Society achieve a healthy financial status. 

Ted Jones, the founding President of the Society, is now at the Spiritus St John Men’s 
Residence in Exmouth-Orchard Streets, Toowong.  He is in good physical shape but 
rather lost and bored by lack of conversation.  He has a direct telephone, 3870 9053.  
Although he may not recognize your name, he will enjoy talking to you.  

At the AGM the suggestion was made that we circulate to Members the Objects of the 
Society as defined in the Constitution.  Our Constitution is lodged with the Office of 
Fair Trading, under which we are incorporated (IA 29695) and we also have an ABN 
(3380 6727 023).  The Objects of the Society are: 

1. To encourage the study of the history of Coochiemudlo Island and compile 
and promote the compilation of authentic records relating to its history 
whatever may be the source of such records; 

2. To acquire, either by purchase, donation or otherwise and preserve for the use 
of the Society, books, manuscripts, newspapers, gramophone recordings, 
cassette tapes, compact discs, photographs and negatives, prints, paintings, 
costumes, relics, and all such objects and materials as may be considered by 
the Committee to have a bearing on the history of Coochiemudlo Island and to 
purchase, establish, form, furnish and maintain a library, museum, picture 
gallery and cultural centre; 

3. To promote interchange of information among members of this and other 
associations by lectures, readings, discussions and exhibitions of historical and 
cultural value; 

4. To print, publish, display, exhibit, and circulate such journals, periodicals, 
books and other literary publications and information as may seem conducive 
to any of the objects of the association; 

5. To identify and mark places, things or events of historical interest to the 
association;   

6. To study the history of the early inhabitants of Coochiemudlo Island and its 
environs including the Aboriginal peoples; 

7. To involve local residents in association activities; 
8. To cooperate with Island organisations and groups to create a stimulating 

environment for the Island community and visitors; 



9. In furtherance of the objects of association, to sell, improve, manage, develop, 
exchange, lease, dispose of, turn to account or otherwise deal with all or any 
part of the property and rights of the association, except that collection items 
donated to the association by members of the public or through other sources 
shall not be sold and cannot otherwise be disposed of except by resolution of a 
General Meeting of the association and on the recommendation of the 
Management Committee. 

If you have any comments on these Objects, please let us know.  If changes need to be 
made a general meeting of Members can be convened.  

The new Management Committee already has had its first meeting, on 12 November 
(and a working bee on 19th), and discussed the coming year.  A priority will be the 
first Object.  Another priority will be to organise fund raising events which satisfy the 
other Objects.  The matter is under discussion but at this stage the Committee is 
thinking along the lines of nautical events such as visits to Peel Island and the 
cemetery at Dunwich; to St Helena; and to the Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron 
recreation facility on Canaipa Passage and Karragara.  All of these locations present 
some logistic challenges and visits would occur mid-year or later when the weather is 
more predictable.  It may be necessary for us to apply for grant funding to make the 
ticket prices affordable.    

A visit to the Railway Museum at Ipswich is another possibility, etc etc.  Please let the 
Committee know what you think and would like. 

Contacts 

President/Secretary:  David Paxton  3820 8989, paxtoned@ozemail.com.au 

Treasurer:  Daveen O’Pray, 3207 8739, daveeno@silkyoaks.org.au 

Committee: Margaret Walker 3207 82 95, littleorchard@bigpond.com;  Denise 
Preston 3207 8298, denzuch@bigpond.com, Keith Stebbins 0412 
keithstebbins@optusnet.com.au  

Season’s greetings  

and best wishes for the New Year 

from the Committee 
 


